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Purpose of the Site

•To present easy-to-use graphical data to enable decision 
makers to compare and contrast on-the-books codified state 
laws

•To enable advocates to identify where policy opportunities 
exist across the states

•To provide baseline information as to where state laws stand 
prior to implementation of the US Department of Agriculture’s 
forthcoming competitive food regulations



Information on the Data Compiled and 
Included on the Site
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State Law Compilation

•Codified state laws compiled reflect statutory (legislative) and 
administrative laws (regulations) effective as of the beginning 
of September of each school year of interest.

• Includes any policy embedded in the law or incorporated by 

reference

•Does not include:

• Informal, non-codified policies, measures of implementation, 

guidance, etc.

• Policies that have never been codified or incorporated by reference 

but may be fully operational within the state

• Policies that can be elected to be instituted at the district level 

(reflected in district-level coding) such as state standards that are 

voluntary for school districts to adopt
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State Law Compilation (continued)

•State laws compiled through primary legal research using 
Lexis-Nexis and Westlaw

• Verified against available secondary sources including:

• National Association of State Boards of Education: State School Health 

Policy Database

• National Conference of State Legislatures: Childhood Obesity- Update of 

Legislative Policy Options

• National Cancer Institute: Classification of Laws about School Students

• Trust for America’s Health: F as in Fat reports

• Yale University Rudd Center for Food Policy & Obesity: Legislation 

Database

• Future data will also will be compared to the School Health Policy Matrix 

(new from NASBE, NACDD, AAPHRD)

http://www.nasbe.org/healthy_schools/hs/index.php
http://www.nasbe.org/healthy_schools/hs/index.php
http://www.ncsl.org/issues-research/health/childhood-obesity-2012.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/issues-research/health/childhood-obesity-2012.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/issues-research/health/childhood-obesity-2012.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/issues-research/health/childhood-obesity-2012.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/issues-research/health/childhood-obesity-2012.aspx
http://class.cancer.gov/download.aspx
http://www.fasinfat.org/states/
http://www.yaleruddcenter.org/legislation/
http://www.yaleruddcenter.org/legislation/
http://www.nasbe.org/project/center-for-safe-and-healthy-schools/state-school-health-policy-matrix/
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Coding of the State Laws

•All laws coded using adaptation of ordinal coding scheme

• Schwartz MB, Lund AE, Grow HM et al. A comprehensive coding system to 

measure the quality of school wellness policies. Journal of the American 

Dietetic Association 2009 July;109(7):1256-62.

•Each state’s law coded separately for each grade level

•Each state’s law coded as being effective as of the beginning 
of September of each school year of interest, inclusive of 
school years 2006-07 through SY 2012-13
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State Law Topics

Overarching Topics    
(Not Differentiated by Location of Sale)

1. Snack food and beverage guidelines for 
all foods/beverages sold at school

2. Snack food ban

3. Contract compliance with nutrition 
standards

4. Fast food ban

5. Meets IOM fruit and vegetable and/or 
whole grain standards for school snack 
food items

6. Provisions for sale of whole, 
unprocessed and fresh food in snack food 
venues

7. Limitations on using food as a reward 
for good behavior or withholding food as 
punishment for poor behavior

8. Nutrition information/labeling 
requirements

9. Provision of free drinking water 
throughout the school

Topics Coded Separately for Each 
Location of Sale*

1. Limits on sugar content of foods

2. Limits on candy sales/offering

3. Limits on fat content of foods

4. Limits on trans fats

5. Limits on sodium content

6. Limits on calorie content of foods

7. Limits on sugar content of beverages

8. Limits on calorie content per 
beverage serving

9. Prohibitions/restrictions on regular        
soda

10. Prohibitions/restrictions on other 
sugar sweetened beverages

11. Limits on sugar/calorie content of 
milk

12. Limits on fat content of milk

13. Limits on beverages serving sizes

14. Limits on caffeine content of 
beverages

*Six Locations: vending machines, school stores, a la carte lines, classroom parties, 

fundraisers, and evening/community events (latter only through SY 11-12)
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State Law Citations and Related Material

State law data, codebook, and 

coversheets will be available in 

coming weeks

•Includes categorical listing of all laws 

reviewed and coded in each state

•To be notified when state law data 

becomes available, please e-mail:

info@bridgingthegapresearch.org

mailto:info@bridgingthegapresearch.org


Website Overview
http://foods.bridgingthegapresearch.org

http://foods.bridgingthegapresearch.org/
http://foods.bridgingthegapresearch.org/
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Home Page: http://foods.bridgingthegapresearch.org

http://foods.bridgingthegapresearch.org/
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Explore Data: Bar Chart View

Factoids from 
BTG reports

Grade levels 
of 
applicability

Clicking on the 
information symbol 

will provide the 
user with an 

explanation of each 
category of law

(next slide)

Data is 
presented as 
a bar graph

Data is available 
for SY’s ‘06-’07 

through ‘12-’13
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Explanation of Laws

No law Weak law

Strong law Ban
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Explore Data: Map View

Users can choose a 
state from the drop 
down menu to view 
the strength of its 
laws for a particular 
point of sale
(next slide)

Data is 
presented 
as a map

Click for a 
map view of 
grade level-

specific data
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Explore Data: By State

Graph View: California, SY 12-13 Map View: California, SY 12-13
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Explore Data: Detailed Laws
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Explore Data: Detailed Laws
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Explore Data: Guidelines Not Specific to Location
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Explore Data: Guidelines Not Specific to Location
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State Profiles

Pick a state to 
view a full 
profile of its 
laws 
(next slide)
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State Profiles: Example – District of Columbia, SY 12-13

Users can select a 
specific location of sale 
or scroll down the page 
to see them all listed

Use the drop down 
menu to view another 
state’s profile
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State Profiles: Example – District of Columbia, SY 12-13

Use the social media 
buttons located on each 
page to share data and 
findings on Facebook
and Twitter
(next slide)
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Sample Social Media Material Generated
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About
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About: Methodology
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For More Information

State Laws for School Snack Foods and Beverages

http://foods.bridgingthegapresearch.org/

Bridging the Gap Program

http://www.bridgingthegapresearch.org/

http://foods.bridgingthegapresearch.org/
http://foods.bridgingthegapresearch.org/
http://foods.bridgingthegapresearch.org/
http://www.bridgingthegapresearch.org/
http://www.bridgingthegapresearch.org/
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Sign up for 

our 

e-mail list!

Follow us on Twitter!

@BTGresearch

@jfchriqui
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Contact Information

Questions about Bridging the Gap’s Policy Research

and the Website:

Dr. Jamie Chriqui, jchriqui@uic.edu

Questions about the coding of a specific state’s laws:

info@bridgingthegapreseach.org

http://foods.bridgingthegapresearch.org/
mailto:jchriqui@uic.edu
mailto:info@bridgingthegapreseach.org

